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Getting Started Packet
What Can You Do with a Blog?


So just why would you want a blog anyway?  Here are some of the reasons why you should use a blog:
· A blog gives you an easy way to publish your content without a web designer.  It’s as simple as typing into a “dashboard” that works like Microsoft Word.  Then you hit the Publish button and guess what?  You’re a blogger!

· You can even add new pages quickly and easily.
· Blogs are an easy (and useful!) way to communicate with your target market.  Your visitors can interact with you by leaving comments on your blog.
· Reporters commonly use blogs to research and find experts.

The blogs at YourBlogTeam.com™ also have some special features built in:

· Your blog is specially designed to attract the search engines.  We include some special features that the search engines love.  We can’t guarantee you any rankings, but this is one of the best ways to attract search engine traffic (one of our blogs was receiving traffic from Google in just four days. Many sites wait 4 to 6 months before they start getting Google traffic).

· We use Web 2.0 and social bookmarking features to find new visitors for you.

· We can even set up your blog so your visitors get an email when you publish new content.

· Your blog is set up on your own domain name so you have an easy way to share your new site (you also aren’t tied to one of the commercial services out there).

· We add in a special program to prevent spammers from abusing the comments on your blog.

· You will also be able to create polls for your users.
Ready to get started?  Let’s Go!
Blog Lingo

First, you’ll want to learn some of the phrases you’ll need to know as we set up your blog.

· Domain name – the name of your website.  This is what your readers will type into their browser to find your blog.
· WordPress – the name of the software used to create your blog.
· Theme – a theme is a special way to decide what your blog looks like, including the header, colors, graphics, positioning, fonts, etc.  
· Keywords or Keyword Phrases – these are words and phrases users type into search engines like Google.  You want to identify keywords and keyword phrases that are commonly used by your target market.

What’s in This Getting Started Packet

This packet explains the steps to getting started with Your Blog Team™ to create your blog and set up your presence on the Internet.  The steps include:

· How to pick your domain name.
· How to pick your WordPress theme.

· What you’ll get when you order a blog from YourBlogTeam.com™ 

· How to order (you’ll need to know your domain name and your WordPress theme).
Throughout this document, you will see boxes with Techie Tips.  These are bonus steps that you can skip if they seem too technical.


How to Pick Your Domain Name

To pick a domain name, you need to spend some time researching your target market to find out what’s on the Internet already and what domain names are available.  


Research Your Target Market

Start by answering the following questions:
· Is your target market male, female or doesn’t matter?
· What age group are you targeting?
· What websites does your target market currently visit?

· What blogs would they visit?

· What TV shows would they watch?

· What books and magazines would they read?

· Why are they on the Internet?

· What problems do they have?

· What problems do they have that you can help them solve?

Then narrow your target market down to a description of one person so you can pretend that you are always writing to that person.  Give them a name.  Find a photo in a magazine that looks like your perfect reader.  
Make a list of the most commonly visited websites by your target market.  Look for keyword phrases used frequently on these sites and create a list of these phrases.  



[image: image1]

Research What Domain Names Are Available

For your domain name, consider the following:

1) Could you use your name?  For example, I own JulieHood.com.  It works because it’s short and easy to share.  We recommend speakers and experts get their name or a shortened version of their name since meeting and event planners may be searching for you.
2) Is the name easily understood when it’s said aloud?  For example, don’t use the words that could be misinterpreted because they sound the same.  For example, I heard a commercial once for “NoMenopause.com.”  When I looked at the screen, however, the site was actually “KnowMenopause.com.” When you say your name, visitors won’t know for sure which word they should use. 
3) Avoid commonly misspelled or hard to spell words.  Your visitors will get frustrated trying to find you if they can’t spell a word.

4) Is your name similar to a domain name already in use by someone else?  You want to make sure your name is unique and doesn’t infringe upon anyone’s rights.  

5) Consider using some of the keywords you found earlier in your domain name.

6) Don’t use a domain name other than .com.  People won’t pay attention and will send you email at the .com address (and you won’t get it).  I had this happen when I purchased FinallyOrganized.com.  I didn’t buy FinallyOrganized.net and someone else did.  I get her email all the time.

7) Avoid domain names with dashes in them.  It will make it even harder for your visitors to remember.

8) Go to www.OrganizedWebsite.com and experiment with names.  If the name you want isn’t available, it will provide you with alternative suggested names.
9) Don’t pick a name that’s too cute and not understandable.  Your visitors may not know what you are talking about.  For example, one of my domain names is SofaShoppers.com.  The idea was that people shop from their laptop computers on their sofa.  Cute idea but it didn’t work.  Everyone thought they were shopping for sofas.

10) Don’t use names with trademarked phrases or names.  Your site could get shut down by the owner of the trademark.

11) Once you’ve picked a couple names, run them by your family and friends to see what they think.

When you’ve picked your perfect domain, we can buy it for you or you can buy it yourself.

We own www.OrganizedWebsite.com (it’s based on the same underlying structure as GoDaddy if you want to use it, and the prices are very reasonable) or use your favorite registrar.  

You may want to consider buying the .net, .biz, .org and .info domains also if you want to avoid the email problem I mentioned earlier.

Also, consider setting up your domain name to automatically renew.

Jot down your domain name here:   __________________________________

Write down where you bought it:     __________________________________

List when you will need to renew it:  __________________________________
Pick Your WordPress Theme

Your next step is to decide what your blog will look like by picking a WordPress theme.

We recommend using a theme with at least two columns because some special features will be installed in the second column.

The following sites have themes you can consider:

Cutline is easy to modify and the search engines like it (your graphic designer can help you get a different photo in the header using a photo from BigStockPhoto.com)

Official WordPress Themes Directory
Alex King’s Theme Directory
Wordpress Themes List
Kaushal Sheth's WordPress Theme Viewer  (Use the drop down box on the right hand column to select a theme.  It will automatically change and let you see how the different themes look.)

List of 980+ WordPress Themes


We’ll make sure the theme you pick will work with the latest version of WordPress.  If there’s a problem, we’ll contact you.


  My Favorite Themes

	Name
	Found on which site?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


How It Works

· After you select your domain name and WordPress theme, fill out and sign the Website Design and Hosting Contract.  Fax it to 1-586-314-0477.  Any questions can be sent to CustomerService@YourBlogTeam.com.

· We’ll review your contract and send you an invoice.

· After we receive payment, we will: 
· Buy and set up your domain name.

· Install the WordPress blogging software to support the creation of blog posts and other content pages on the site.  This software will allow you to author content for your site without the need to hire the services of a Web designer.  
· Install a blog theme of your choice to give the blog its desired look-and-feel.

· Set up the FeedBlitz account for your blog to allow users to receive email notifications when you create a new post.  A sign-up form shall be created for site visitors to subscribe to this list.

· Set up the FeedBurner account for your blog.  This service notifies the search engines and the blog services when you have made a new post.

· Install our recommended plug-ins to your account.  

· Install a standard privacy policy on your site (please review with your attorney).
· Add an “About Us” and a “Contact Us” page so that site visitors can contact you with questions.

· You will receive an email with links and information on how to get started posting to your blog.
· We will then schedule time for a half-hour training session on how to use your WordPress DashBoard.

· Additional customizations, plug-ins and training will require additional fees of $100/hour.

TECHIE TIP��In your browser, use View > Source to see what keywords they have listed under the <META name="keywords" > code.










































































